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The Central Intelhoence
ency forced the Iustxce De-

rtment to drop " charges
ainst one of its agents who

“ped smuggle more: than 100

-nds of raw opium — with a

-eef, value of $3.5 miilion —

m Thailand to Chicago, an

~estigation . by The - Dazlyv

ws has disclosed.

Che CIA flatly told top offi-.

Is. in. the Justice Depart-
nt that they could not prose-
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tute its agent, who was. ar-

-rested and indicted in Chicago.
The CIA said if its agent

were tried on the cpium sraug-
gling charge, ‘‘the situation

. could prove embarrassing to

the CIA,” according to docu-

7‘. -;} ments obtained by The Daxly

News.

THE CIA did admit th'at the
agent was 'a native-born Thai
with a history of undercover
work for the spy agency in
Thailand, Burma, and else-
where in the Golden Triangle
of Southeast Asia.

" This area is the source of 70
per cent of the world's opium
.supply from whxch herom is
derived. . .

The opxum “was smuggled
into the United States in 25
newsreel film cans bearing the
insignia of an American m;s_—_
sionary group. 7t was marked :
“unexposed filny,” but was dis- |

! covered by‘ u.Ss.

spectors at New York.. |
THE CANS of opium werei
)

o be delivered to the Plhocis'

Films Co., 430 W. Grant Pl,
ang later the
havy been  processed
haroln, ’

" One c¢landestine laboraltory
for processing the raw opiuin
was located on the West:
Coast in the Berkeley (Cahj)
area. Another was opermnd.
in the New York area by,
two Chinese brothers, ac-:
cording to federal decumcnrs;
examined here.

* Tt has been known for some:
time that the CIA aided the hiil
people of Southeast Asia in,
¢ gafting their opium crop to
market. This crop is. the-
mainstay of their economy.

opium was {0
into

In return the hill people over:

the year pledged co-pperation .
with the United States in this®
country’s continuing batile
with communism. ] H

customs n-:

' porn Khramkhruan,
i mer lieutenant in the Chinese
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THIS 1S believed to be the
first time any CIA personnel
has been directly linked {o the
smuggling of opium mta this
country. i
The CIA agent invo[ved in
the opium smuggling is Putta-
21, a for-

Nationalist army who served
with guerrilla forces in Burma
before being recruited into the
CIA. Khramkhruan was paid
$660 a month by the CIA.

He now lives m Chiang ‘\laa
Thailand.

KHRAMKHRUAN was ar-
rested and indicted in €hicago
in August, 1973, shortly after
he compleied an executive
study course at Syracuse Uni-
versity in New York,

‘Tha ccurse was spousored by |
the Agency for International
Davelopmant (AID), a branch
of the State Depattment that is
used frequently by CIA 2s a

© cover in Southeast Asia.

According to the indictment :
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